
 

Volume 32, Issue 2 Gill Raker Gazette 
Newsletter of the Idaho Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Page   Gill Raker Gazette 

Newsletter of the Idaho Chapter of the American Fisheries Society 

Volume 45, Issue 1 January 2026 Editor: Rebekah Horn 

President’s Message 
Dear Members, 
As we navigate the ever-changing landscape of Idaho’s fish-
eries science and management challenges, one truth re-
mains constant: our greatest resource is each other. If you 
still haven’t found a New Year’s resolution for 2026, let me 
help you. Build your professional network in 2026. Yes, it’s 
buzz-wordy and cliche. However, the Idaho Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society and specifically our 2026 meet-
ing in Idaho Falls are tremendous resources for you to net-
work (i.e. build mutually beneficial relationships with other 
professionals).  
Here are a few ways to strengthen your professional network 
within our society: 
• Engage at Conferences and Workshops: These events are more than presentations—they’re op-

portunities to meet peers, mentors, and future collaborators. 
 
• Participate in Committees: Committees connect you with leaders and decision-makers and in-

form you of ideas and challenges within specific disciplines related to your career interests. 
 
• Mentorship Matters: Whether you’re a seasoned professional or just starting out, mentoring rela-

tionships enrich both sides and strengthen our chapter and profession. 
 
• Volunteer: Volunteerism introduces you to many professionals and builds your personal 

knowledge and investment in the chapter and its future.   
 
Building and utilizing networks can result in saved time, increased confidence, better science, and 
most importantly enhanced natural resources. Why isn’t leaning on a network the default? If you’re 
anything like me, you despise asking others for anything, let 
alone help. Or maybe, you’re rather introverted. Either way, 
find a way to push through these hurdles to build your net-
work and utilize it when you face that next challenge to im-
prove your work, further your career, or conserve Idaho’s 
fisheries resources. Don’t miss out on the tremendous net-
working opportunity that the Idaho Chapter Meeting provides 
in just under two months.      
 
Sincerely, 
Joe Kozfkay 
President, Idaho Chapter of the American Fisheries Society 

Conversations in-between sessions can be one way to build your 
network during ICAFS meetings. Pictured ICAFS members Brett 

Kelly and Hunter Distad. 

ICAFS networks sometimes branch out into other activities. 
Pictured Windy Schoby and Joe Kozfkay, ICAFS President. 
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2026 Idaho Chapter Annual Meeting Details 

March 3 - 6, 2026 at the Snake River Events Center in Idaho Falls, ID 
 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 
 

Early Registration closes on Monday, February 2nd, after that time prices will in-
crease by $100. Don’t delay and register today! 

Meeting Invite 
Please join us at our 2026 annual meeting where you will 
find a selection of excellent continuing education work-
shops on March 3rd including, Remote Sensing Tech-
niques for Stream Restoration, Boat Motor Maintenance, 
Tools for Career Success in a Changing Landscape, and 
Aquaculture for Biologist. We will kick off the meeting on 
March 4th with a ½ day Plenary session that will focus on 
“Idaho’s Working Fishscapes: The Intersection of Fish, 
Water, and Societal Needs.” Meeting participants will 
take part in a robust Q & A session with plenary speakers. 
Please come prepared to discuss your questions, in-
sights, and concerns with water and fisheries profession-
als that truly understand the need for our fishscapes to 
work in balance with societal needs. Please check out 
Page 8 to see all the exciting things the Mentoring Com-
mittee developed for our meeting. If you have not done so already, please submit an abstract for a 
presentation or poster to showcase the work surrounding all things fisheries and aquaculture and a 
chance to win some money for best presentation or poster! The work you do and present truly makes 
our meeting a special place to connect, learn, and inspire. Do not hesitate to reach out to President-
Elect Tom Bassista (tom.bassista@idfg.idaho.com) with any questions on your presentation or post-
er. Please note abstract submission is Due January 31st to give us plenty of time to organize and pre-
pare our meeting program. Please review the draft meeting Schedule on Page 3 of this newsletter and 
we greatly look forward to seeing you in Idaho Falls.  

Abstract submission is now open! 
Click here to submit an oral or poster presentation abstract 

 

Oral presentations will be allotted 20 minutes, which includes a 15-minute presentation and 5 
minutes for questions and answers. More detailed information about presentations can be found on 
the Idaho Chapter website.  
 

* The deadline for abstract submission is January 31, 2026 * 

https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/registration/
mailto:tom.bassista@idfg.idaho.com
https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/701-2/
https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/presenter-guidelines/
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2026 Idaho Chapter Annual Meeting Details 

March 3 - 6, 2026 at the Snake River Events Center in Idaho Falls, ID 
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 

Venue and Lodging 
The meeting’s venue will be at the Snake River Events Center, located on the banks of the Snake River 
in Idaho Falls. A block of rooms is being held at the Shilo Inn & Suites (connected directly to the 
Snake River Events Center) for meeting participants until February 16th. Room rates are at an afforda-
ble rate of $90/Standard King and $110.00/Standard Double Queen. As part of the Chapter’s long-
standing tradition, several free rooms will be provided for each of the student sub-units. These rooms 
will be comped to the chapter if we meet booking thresholds, so please strongly consider booking 
your stay with the Shilo Inn where “Affordable Excellence” is always waiting. Hotel booking can only 
be made by calling 208-523-0088 and mentioning Idaho Fisheries.   
  
Child Care and Nursing: Please reach out to Rob Van Kirk for child care needs or if you have any ques-
tions (rob@henrysfork.org). The Snake River Events Center will have a dedicated room within the con-
ference area for nursing caregivers. A secure refrigerator will be provided behind the registration 
desk, but bottles and breast pumps will not.  

 
 

Spawning Run and Carcass Crawl 
 

Join us for the annual 5k fun run or 1 mile stroll along the scenic 
Idaho Falls section of the Snake River. This event, sponsored by 
Biomark, will take place on Thursday March 5th at 4:30 p.m. The 
5k route (green) starts just outside of the Shilo Inn/Snake River 
Events Center and goes counterclockwise around the falls with 
a short out and back to complete the 5k. The 1 mile walk (pink) 
is a peaceful out and back stroll with a great view of the falls to 
stop and admire. You must register before February 2nd to re-
ceive a t-shirt.  

Fundraising 
The Fundraising committee is currently soliciting donations and contacting corporate sponsors. After 
careful consideration, we have decided to return to in-person bidding this year. We will have an auc-
tioneer at the event and look forward to seeing everyone trying to outbid each other in the silent auction 
and main event. If you or someone you know has any items they would like to donate to ICAFS, please 
reach out to one of the Fundraising Committee members as soon as possible.  

https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/registration/
mailto:rob@henrysfork.org
https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/fundraising-committee/
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2026 ICAFS Executive Committee Candidates 

Vice President Candidates 

Voting for your newest Executive Committee members as well as Bylaw Revisions will open on January 
19, 2026 and closes end of day March 4th. You can cast your votes using this link. 

 

View the Current Chapter Bylaws and the Proposed Chapter Bylaw Changes to learn more.  

Candidate bios can be found in the last issue of the Gill Raker Gazette 

Andy Dux Mike Peterson 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Candidates 

Riley Brown Darcy McCarrick 

Nominations Chair 
Candidates 

Nick Porter Melissa Wagner 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSePRBaXrhsnzXHNBxiM03A8xETlnFlYavkLyikkD9c1EsXMKg/viewform?usp=header
https://idahoafs.org/documents/ICAFS_Bylaws_AFS%20Approved_09-19-2023.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12lueRE-jOs7oj1iZ0KbnLxoSp3empEiz/view
https://idahoafs.org/newsletters/2025-11.pdf
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Students of the Palouse sub-unit have been on winter break and will be returning for the spring semes-
ter January 14th. With the annual ICAFS meeting around the corner, we have many students (graduate 
and undergraduate) preparing posters and/or presentations for the meeting. Also, our students have 
been kept up to date with summer job postings with IDFG and various other agencies. I anticipate sever-
al of our students will be applying for jobs over the next few months.  

Prior to winter break, Colton Webb with Wyoming Game and Fish presented to PUAFS students about a 
long-term telemetry project on the Powder River, Wyoming. In addition, the sub-unit hosted a fly-tying 
night to continue making flies for the “fish of flies” that will be auctioned off during the Wild Game Feed. 
A finalized date for the Wild Game Feed has been set for Saturday, April 11th at the 1912 Center in Mos-
cow.  

Student Spotlights—Palouse Unit 

Siena Axtman 
 
Siena is a sophomore at the University of Ida-
ho pursuing her B.S in Fisheries Sciences 
with a management emphasis. She has been 
an active member of our student sub-unit 
during the last semester, attending all meet-
ings and participating in Sturgeon hook-and-
line sampling and Lake Trout suppression 
netting with IDFG. In her free time, Siena en-
joys drawing, reading, and being in the out-
doors (particularly hiking and skiing). Recent-
ly, Siena accepted a technician position as-
sisting fellow PUAFS member, Darby McMar-
tin, in her graduate research this upcoming 
summer. Siena hopes to gain crucial field 
skills and promote her professional develop-
ment in fisheries management.   

Palouse Unit Update 
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$$$ FREE MONEY $$$ 
ICAFS Scholarships  

Applications close 1/31/2026  
 

The Idaho Chapter is pleased to announce four annually awarded scholarships for students attending 
Idaho schools:  
 
• Idaho High School Student Scholarship  
This $750 scholarship will be awarded annually to an Idaho high school senior, or a high school gradu-
ate who has not yet attended college, that is planning to attend a college or university located in Idaho. 
 
• Idaho Undergraduate Student Scholarship  
This $1,500 scholarship will be awarded annually to an undergraduate student enrolled at any Idaho 
college or university or actively involved with the Chapter, including student units. 
 
• Douglas J. Megargle Memorial Scholarship  
This $4,000 scholarship will be awarded annually to a graduate student that is enrolled at any Idaho col-
lege or university or actively involved with the Chapter, including student units. 
 
• Susan B. Martin Mentoring Scholarship 
This $4,000 scholarship will be awarded annually to a graduate student that is enrolled at any Idaho col-
lege or university or actively involved with the Chapter, including student units. 
 
Information and application materials are available on the Chapter website. Complete and submit the 
application form and obtain a copy of your college transcripts (unofficial transcripts are acceptable). 
Email your transcripts to scholarshipsandgrants@idahoafs.org. A scholarship recommendation ques-
tionnaire must also be completed by a biology professional, faculty member, school administrator, or 
supervisor to support the application. Applications must be received by January 31, 2026. Winners will 
be announced during the business luncheon at the annual meeting. For more information, please con-
tact the Public Education Committee at scholarshipsandgrants@idahoafs.org    
 
 

Grants 
ICAFS has a long history of promoting aquatic education efforts. In 2013, ICAFS formally established an 
Aquatic Education/Trout-in-the-Classroom Grant. These $50-1250 grants are available to Idaho teach-
ers to assist with aquatic education efforts, including the Trout-in-the-Classroom program or other ac-
tivities. The number of grants awarded annually is dependent on available funding and need. Please 
pass the word to educators! For more information please visit this link. 

Committee Updates 

https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/scholarship-and-grants/
mailto:scholarshipsandgrants@idahoafs.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOxNh5YOHZaYoCGYK1qgJWL7qzRwTCdB27JMMjjocuY0ECsg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOxNh5YOHZaYoCGYK1qgJWL7qzRwTCdB27JMMjjocuY0ECsg/viewform
mailto:scholarshipsandgrants@idahoafs.org
https://wp.idahoafs.org/wp/aquatic-education-trout-in-the-classroom-grants/
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Mentoring Committee (by Darcy McCarrick) 
 
Each year, the Mentoring Committee offers several networking op-
portunities at the Annual Meeting. On Wednesday March 4th, from 
5:00 to 6:30 pm there will be a panel of diverse fisheries profession-
als that will share their experiences with school, job hunting, and 
decisions that got them the jobs they have now. Attending students 
will have an opportunity to ask any questions they have about fish-
eries and career paths. Directly after the Professional Panel, will be 
the Student-Professional Mixer (6:30 pm to 9:30 pm). Last year, we 
tried a new structure for the mixer and had semi-assigned seating 
and a guided networking activity. We received overwhelmingly posi-
tive feedback, so we are going to take a similar approach this year. 
We will mix up the activity, but keep trivia as part of it. This year’s 
trivia theme will be “Eastern Idaho,” in honor of our meeting loca-
tion.  
 
One of the most important parts of the hiring process is the inter-
view. To help students and young professionals prepare, we offer 
mock interviews for aspiring technicians, biologists, and fish hatch-
ery culturists during the meeting. Two or three fisheries profession-
als will act as interviewers and take interviewees through a short-
ened job interview process and provide feedback. 
 
If you are a fisheries professional with experience hiring, please consider volunteering to conduct mock 
interviews. We will provide the questions, you provide the feedback. If interested, please email mentor-
ing@idahoafs.org.   
 

 

 
 

 

Committee Updates 

Western Division AFS Award Nominations 

Each year, the Western Division bestows awards on individuals and 
entities who have distinguished themselves through their contribu-
tions to fisheries education, science, management, and conserva-
tion. We also present awards to the best Chapter and Subunits 

within the Division. All of us know people who are deserving of recognition. Please consider nominat-
ing a worthy person or group for one of the WDAFS awards. Nominations are due February 27, 
2026 and WDAFS will select award winners and notify nominees of the outcome no later than March 
25, 2026. Submit your nominations for all awards here.  

mailto:mentoring@idahoafs.org
mailto:mentoring@idahoafs.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJ8bmRb2l_zXZVLaoOZgwQFHNZQ8O8t0-50pJo2TKCyvIT3g/viewform


 

 
 
 

        First Call for Papers  
                October 13-16, 2026 
      West Yellowstone, Montana, USA 
      https://wildtroutsymposium.com 
 
Wild Trout Symposium XIV 

Managing Wild Trout in a Changing Environment 
 

Originating in 1974, this symposium brings together a broad and diverse audience of governmental 
agencies, non-profit conservation groups, media representatives, educators, anglers and fishing 
guides, and business interests associated with trout fisheries to exchange technical information and 
viewpoints on wild trout management and related public policy. Held every 3-4 years, each symposium 
has offered a unique forum where participants have been exposed to the latest wild trout science, tech-
nology, and philosophies, equipping participants to better manage, preserve, and restore wild trout 
populations. Presentations can be in oral or poster format.  

Deadline for abstract submission: April 3, 2026.  

Abstract guidelines and online submission forms at https://wildtroutsymposium.com  

Questions: WT-XIV Chairman, Jason Burckhardt, (307) 527-7125 
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Upcoming Conferences 

2026 Oregon Chapter and Western Division AFS Annual 
Meeting 

Dates: May 4-7, 2026 

Location: Holiday Inn Columbia Riverfront, Portland, Oregon 
Call for Abstracts – Oral & Poster Presentations           

Deadline 2/14/2026  

The AFS Western Division and the Oregon Chapter are excited to 
host a joint annual meeting in Portland, Oregon, from May 4 to 7, 
2026.  The theme of the meeting is “The Power of Perspective.” The 
Portland Program Committee invites abstracts for paper and poster 
presentations, particularly ones supporting the meeting theme and 
advancing the fisheries profession. 

https://wildtroutsymposium.com/
https://wildtroutsymposium.com
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/portland/pdxhv/hoteldetail
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Nominations Chair 
Sage Pike 

Phone: 208-837-4896 
sage.hallenbeck@idfg.idaho.gov 

Secretary 
Audrey Harris 

Phone: 208-939-6713 
audrey.harris@idfg.idaho.gov  

Past President 
Lauren Andrews 

Phone: 208-484-7984 
past-president@idahoafs.org  

President-Elect 
Tom Bassista 

Phone: 208-287-2773 
tom.bassista@idfg.idaho.gov 

Treasurer 
Jake Hughes 

Phone: 208-388-6915 
JHughes@idahopower.gov 

President 
Joe Kozfkay 

Phone: 208-697-1117 
joe.kozfkay@idfg.idaho.gov 

Vice President  
Rebekah Horn 

Phone: 208-837-9096  
vice-president@idahoafs.org 

The EXCOM wants your ideas! 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact any  
EXCOM member about questions or ideas. 

 
This is your Chapter! 

 
Advancing fisheries and aquatic science and promot-

ing the development of fisheries professionals 

Portneuf Student Unit 
President 
Alex Stacy 

alexstacy@isu.edu 

Palouse Student Unit 
President  

Ethan Orach 
eorach@vandals.uidaho.edu  

BYU Idaho Student Unit  
President 

Jazmine Cook 
coo25001@byui.edu  

Executive Committee 

mailto:sage.hallenbeck@idfg.idaho.gov
mailto:audrey.harris@idfg.idaho.gov
mailto:past-president@idahoafs.org
mailto:tom.bassista@idfg.idaho.gov
mailto:JHughes@idahopower.gov
mailto:joe.kozfkay@idfg.idaho.gov
mailto:vice-president@idahoafs.org
mailto:alexstacy@isu.edu
mailto:kaitlynwauhkonen@isu.edu
mailto:eorach@vandals.uidaho.edu
mailto:coo25001@byui.edu

